.. flood insurance:policy. - It is the;responsibility of the. applim’l and/
. -ascertgin what, if.any, inswance ramifications.qre entailed).. -

. -under

| SEC-"‘ -ON OZ“DEFINITIGN OF TERMS IN FLOOD AZAR: AREA

TOWN OF GROTON

'SECTION 01: INTENT AND APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS |

...01-1) Authorization: To effect the purpose of 10, VSA Chapter 32, and in- accordance
with sections 4401 and 4412 of the Act, there are hereby. estabhshed}F lood Hazard Area

Regulauons for those areas subject to. ﬂoodmg in the Town. of

01-2) Purpose: Itis the purpose of these Regulaﬁons to: promote the public health,
safety and .general welfare: prevent increases in ﬂoodmg caused by the uncontrolled
development of lands.in flood hazard areasimiinimize lpsses due. 10 flooding and:to.

maintain ehglblhty of citizen participation.in the National Flood Insuranee Program

(Special Note: Development in Flood Hazard Areas may impact the property owner’s
w'praperg) awner to

01-3) Application of Regulatlons: Any proposed use or structure in the Flood
Hazard Area mustmeet all the standards and criteria for development:inthe zoning -
district in which it.is located,-after.which it must meet the requirements of these Flood
Hazard Area Regulations... The requirements of the Flood Hazard:Area Regulations
supercede those of the zomng dlstnct and may render otherwme penmtted uses :

condmonal Qr ;not permstted

01-4) Precedence of Regulations The prov1s1ons of these Regulatxons shail .take
- preoedence over any conﬂxetmg and less restnctwe local laws A _

01-5) Warnmg of Dlsclalmer of Liablhty These Regulatlons do not: 1mply that

areas outside the Flood Hazard Area or-land iises peimitted-within such-areas will-befree
from flooding or flood-damage.” These Regulations:shall not create liability: on the-part of
the Fowi-of Groton, ‘town officials; or employeesithereof for any-flood damages:that may
result from rehance on these Regulatlons or any admmlsu'atlve declsmn made there

The deﬁmtlons hsted below are apphcable to the Flood Hazard Area regulauons in
this'regulation. ‘Additional definitions are included in this regulation and shall’ apply
Additional clarification and definition of terms are also contained in 44 CFR Section 59.1

of the Natxonal Flood Insurance Program

BASE FLGOD' The ﬂood havmg a‘'one percent chance of bemg equaled or exceeded in



- FLOOD HAZARD AREA OR AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD

any given year.

BASEMENT: Any area of the bmldmg havmg 1ts ﬂoor sug-grade, below ground level on
all sides.- -

BUILDING. A walled and roofed building mcludmg a-gas or liquid storage tank that is
pnnclpally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. '

' DEVELOPMENT OR LAND DEVELOPMENT Any man- made chan’"e'. to unproved
or ummproved real estate mcludmg but not lumted to burldmgs or other strlic'mres, _

eqmpment or matenals

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) An ofﬁclal map of a commumty, on*’
which the Federal Instirance Admiristrator has delmeated both ﬂre 'spectal hazard areas
and the nsk pmmm apphcable to the commumty “

‘Thelandm
the flood-plain within a commiinity subject to a ori¢ percent or g:eater chance of flooding
in a. glven year : , A

‘ FLBOB PROOF]NG- A.ny combma’aon ofstruchnal and nenstruetural adclmons

changes or, adjustmenits-to structures whieh redude or-eliminate flood damage to: real
estate or unproved real preperty water and samtary faclhtles, stmetunes and contents

FLOODWAY The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent’ land areas
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood w1thout cumulatlvely mcreasmg -
the water surface elevation more than a desrgnated helght .

LOWEST FLOOR: The lowest ﬂoor of the lowest enclosed area (mcludmg basement.)
Anunfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles; building

- - aceess or-storage-in an area-otherthan a basement area is.not considered a building’s
- lowest floor, provided that such enclosure is:not built so-as to render the structure in-
- violation-of the apphcable non-elevauon design- reqmrements of 44 CFR Sectlon 60 3

MANUFACTURED HOME OR MOBILE HOME A structure, U‘ansportable in-one

-or more sections, which is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when

connected to the required utilities. - For flood plain management purposes the term .
“manufactured home” also includes park trailers and other similar vehicles placed ona

‘site for greater than 180 consecutive days. -For insurance purposes the term

“manufactured home” does not include: park trallers, travel trmlers and other sumlar

B vehlcles

MEAN SEA LEVELL For purposes of the National Flood Insurance pmgram, the

National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 or other datum, to which base flood

)



elevations shown ona commumty s Flood Insurance Rate Map are referenced

MINOR RESTDENTIAL BUILDING IMP OVEMENTS: Any repairs,

reconstruction, or improvement ofa structure the cost of W’mch.;slless than (50) ﬁﬂy
percent of the market value of the structure.

- NEW CONSTRUCTION: Structures for which the start of construction, commenced on
or aftér March 2, 1976 and mcludes any subsequent mprovements to such su'uctures h

STRUCTURE: Anything eonstructed ‘or-erected:for oceupaney ‘ofuse; mcludmg but’ not
limitedto a: bmldmg, manufactm‘ed home, gas oF hqurd storage tank' that is pnnclpally ,
above ground. - I .

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE: Means any damage of any origin sustaihié by’ 4 srticture
whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before damage condition would equal or
exeeed (50) ﬁﬁy percent of the market yalue of the stmctm'e before the dam;age occurred.

: SUBST "FIAL IMPROVEMENT Means any unprovement of.a mucture the eost of
which equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market value ofithe structure determined
at the time of the first improvement. This term also includes repair or restoration of
structures that have incurred substantial damage, regardless of the actual repair work

- performed. . The.cost of i Amprovement, re ir or.restoration shall be based on.all -
improvements commencing on and subsequent to the ﬁrst mpmvement. j['he term does
not however, mclude either:

(1) Any project for improvement of a structire to Cotrect exlstmg wolauons of state

or local health, sanitary, or safety code specxﬁcattons which have been idéntified by the
local enforcement omclal and whrch are the mrmmum necessary to ensure safe hvmg

condmons or

. . {2) Any alteration of a structure listed on:the. National-or State Regrster .of Historic-
Places provided that. the alteratmn w:]l npt preclude the structure’s contmued demguahon
asanhrstoncsu'ucture R e T e R :

SECTION 3 PERMITS

03 l) PERMITS REQUIRED Unless provrded for otherw:se, 'a 'Zomng Pemnt or
Conditional Use Approval is requtred in Areas of Special Flood Hezard or the Floodway o
for all development. _ _

03-2) PERMITTED USE: A Zoning Permit may be issued by the Zomng R
Admxmstrator for resxdennal aecessory stractures and minor res:dentxal bmldmg
.improvetients. and other uses m and meetmg the prov1s10ns for permltted uses and

procedures.

(3




03-3) CONDITIONAL USE APPROVAL: Condmonal Use Approval by the Board
of Adjustment is reqmred for new oonstrucuon, the substantml 1mpr vemen' "of enstmg
buildings or any other development thhm the Floodway oo o

| 'SECTION 4 FLOOD HAZARD AREA MAP AND INTERPRETATION

: 04-1) F lood Hazard Areg Map: These regulations shall apply-to all Areas:of Speclal
'Flood Hazard identified on the most recent:National Flood Insurance Program maps; -
hereby adopted as the official Groton Flood Hazard Zoning Map. The Groton Flood -
Hazard Zoning Map is hereby declared to be part of these Regulatlons and is on ﬁle at the
.GtotonTewn che TP RN PLE U IR RIS N S IS I S S

.'-;04-2) hlterpretatwﬁ of Fleod Hazard Beundanes Upon recelpt efan applicat!en :
which involves land development in a Flood Hazard Area, the Zoning Administrator may

; ~require that:the Flood ‘Hazard Area: Boundanes be delmeated by‘theVermentDepamnent

-of: -Enw.ronmental Cﬂnservatron. EEE . s R

: SECTION -E ACTIVTI'IES:“NOT REQUIR]NG A ZONING PERMITTN

.-.The fellowmg actmtres anduses w;lthm the Flood HazardAreas shall Dot reqmre a

. a. Theremoval ofastructureorbuﬂdmgmwhole ormpart.

*b: The mstallatlon ofa satelhte dlsh less than forty (40) mches in diameter mounted to
- an‘éxisting structure provided it i§ not more than ten (10) feet higher than'the existing
structure, or, if not mounted to an existing structure, fifteen (15) féet high or less. “This
shall not apply to telecommunication towers and facilities.

¢. The installation of 2 TV or radio antenna mounted to an existing structure provided
it is not more than ten (10) feet higher than the existing structure, or, if not mounted to an
- existing structure, fifteen (15) feet high or less.. Thls shall not applyto o
' _..telecommumcatwn towers.and: facrlmes b , e

d Home occupatlons
e. Agncultural uses and agncultural structmes whereas aperson shall give. wntten

‘notification to the Zoning Administrator prior to the construction.of & farm structure md
shall abide by setbacks approved by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

&)



f Forestry (srlvxcultmal) uses not mvolvmg construcnon of a suucture wrthm the B _

..8..Cordwood operations conducted.on the site where the trees are: harvested or.the
processmg:and_storage or.cordwood for personal use,. RS o

h ngns meetmg ﬂle;PrDvrsxons of the exrstmg Zomng Statutes e Bknen b

rsxgnsemcted, mmntﬂﬂedoradmlmstmdbytheifownmswte i, L o

SEC'I'ION 6 PERMITTED USES ANDPROCEDURES o

06-1) Apphcatlon and prooedures The Zonmg Admxmstrator may approve a Zonmg
Permit in the Flood Hazard Area for those uses and actmtm outlmed in Section 06-2.
Upon receipt of such. anapplmtron, the Zoning Administrator: fransmit one copyto
the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservatxon. A Zonmg Pemut may be::
issued only following receipt of comments from the Department or the expiration of thlrty
(30) days from the date the application was submitted to the Department, whichever is
- sooner. The Zoning Administrator shall apply all guidelines and recommendatlons '
received from the Department of Environmental, Conserva;lon. etp e

06-2) Permitted Uses:

(a) Small resrdentxal awessoryl structures such as sheds: and. detached garsges and

":‘of the 'applicant to ascertain what if any ins:)rance ramiﬁcadons are entailed )
- 1) Accessory stmcmres shall not be used for buman habitation. .. .. ...
2) Accessory structums shall be desrgned to have low ﬂood damage potential

3)Accessorystructmessballbeoonsmwtedandplaoedonthebmldmgsrtesoasto
offer the minimum resrstancetothe flow of ﬂoodwaters o

4) Accessory structures shall be ﬁrmly anchored to prevent ﬂotatlon that may result :
in damage toother structures. ‘

'5) Servrces facrlmes such as electncal and heatmg equlpment shall be elevated or
flood-proofed. : _

(>



- ‘application to the Board of Adjustment f for rev:ew as provxded these' Regulauons
"UnlesswmveddrvanedbytheZomng" V d Board of Adjistme '

(b) Small residential accessory structures such ss sheds and detached garages and
improvements to such structues located on-compacted fill which has been elevated to 8
level at or above the base flood elevation.

(¢")Minor residential building 1mprovements as defined. In determ1mng whether an
improvement is a minor building improvement, the Zoning Administrator may confer
with the Town Listers, consider the recommendations of the Vermont Depmtment of
Environmental Conservation and-consider other apphcable provisions. o

(d) Any development for resxdenﬁ-al purposes except construction of new"-r‘es'idehtia.l
buildings and substantial improvement of existing residential buildings.

SECTION 7 APPLICATION AND PROCEDURES F OR COMDITIONAL

A) New Consu'uchon

B) Substantxal 1mprovement of d structure
C) Development which is not exempt.

07-2) Application’ Subm:ssmn and Reqmrements* Apphcatlon for a Zomng

- Pepmit for land development s reqmrmg Condrtxonal Use Approvnl ina Fleod Hazard Arca

shiall be mide to the Zoning Adim

application ard ¢ accompanymg documenté shall include; but are not limited to:

2. The elevation (m ‘relation to the mean séa Tevel) of the lowest floor, mcludmg
basement, of new buildmgs or bmldmgs to be substanttally unproved

b. Where ﬂood-prooﬁng is proposed, the eleva’uon (m relation to mean sea level) to
which the bmldmg will be ﬂood-pmofed, ' e . .

-¢. Plans drawn to scale showing the existing and proposed land contours, bulldmgs,

structures, streams, roads and other pertinent physical features;

d. Base flood elevations data for subdivisions and other proposed deve10pment which
contams at least ﬁﬁy (50) Tots or five (5) acres, whichever is smaller. e

| ()



e Such other information deemed necessa:y by the Board of Adjustment for
determining the suitability of the site for the proposed development, . .. ... .

{

07-3)Procedures: .. ... .o

07-3.1 State Review: Prior to issuing a Zoning Permit for any development in a Flood
Hazard Area, a copy of the application shall be submitted to the. ‘Vermont De
Environmental Consérvation in accordance. with. Section 4409, of he Act and 06-1 of this
Regulatxon A Zoning PermJt may be issued only followmg necexpt of comments ‘from the

07-3.2 Notification: Adjacent communities and the Vermont Ds of . . ..
Environmental Conservation shall be notified at least fifteen ( 15y days pnor to xssumg
any permit for the alteration or telocauon of a watercourse-and copies of such notification

shall be subrmtted © ‘the Adminish ator of the F ; eral Inis1

07-3 3 State and Federal Approvals Pnor to approval by fhe Board f Adjustment,
proposed development shall be reviewed by the Board of Ad_)ustment to assure that all
necessary penmwhave been recelved ﬁ'om those governmentaI agericies’
appmvﬂl lS . i by 1 st F : TR e i

07-4) Board of Adjustment Review.

07-4 1 Cnteria ‘When rev1ewmg an apphcatxon, the Board of Ad_yusunent sha]l
consxder : .

. R
':;,I_f LT

8. The eva.luatlon of the Vermont Department of Envn‘onmental Conservation. ~

b. The avmlab!hty of alfernative locahons not sub_]ect to ﬂ‘ P I

c. The susceptibility of the proposed lmprovements to flood difmags,

L THe safety’ ofaccessto ﬂ:e property in tlmes ofﬂood by o‘_ dindry and emmerg
vehicles. SR

e: The potential for damag etothePrOPel'tY causedbyerosxon f e e
i A Thedangerofmatenals baingf@sw'épt onto other lands and oausmg damage to others.

g. The proposed water supply and sanitation systems and the abxhty of these systems
- to avoid: d1sease, contaminauon and unsanitary condmons under condmons of ﬂoodmg

h. The costs of prov1dmg governmental and public facilities and services dunng and’
aﬂcr ﬂoodmg




L Such other factors as are relevant to'the purposes of this Regulation, =

07-4. 2) Standards. The Board of Adjustment may grant a Condltlonn.l Use Approval for
_development provxded o L C

b. The development standards 'of Sectxons 0743 and'07-4 4 below are metor
e'xceeded, as well as all other prov:sxons of this Town of Groton’ Regulahon, R

07-4 3) Fl e fant er g ey :

profecsnonal

a Development mthm theFloodway is pmhlblteduuless 8 regist
engineer cemﬁes that the proposed development will not result in a.ny mcrease in ﬂood
levels ring the. opeurrence. ofthe base ﬂood T TR

b. Storage areas or.famhtxes forﬂoatable 'matenals chemicals; explpswes,nﬂammable
liquids, or other hazardous or toxic materials, are pmhlbtted within.the Eloodway, .

074.4) Flood Hazard Aress. R
a. All developxnent shall be designed to: _

L. Minimize ﬂood damage to the proposed development and to pubhc facxlmes and
utilities; and . : . L )

, “mede adequate dmmaseto redm exposure to ﬂoodhawds bt
b. Structures shall be: |

L Desxgned (or modified) and adequately anchored to prevent flotation, eollapse or
lateral movement of the structure during the occurrence of the base flood: i

ii. Conslructed with materials resistant to flood damage; |
. . iii. Constructed by methods and practices that minimize flood damage, and: . -
. iv. Constructed. with electrical, heating ventilation, plumbing ; and air conditioning
equxpment and other servige facilities that are designed and/or located o as to prevent .
water ﬁ'om entenng or accumulanng thhm the components dunng condmons of

®



¢. The ﬂoodcarrymgcapaclty w1thm any altered or relocated portton of a watercourse
shall be maintained.. - sl e g e mn sl e e sl

d. New and replacement water supply and samtary sewage systems shall be des1gned -
to minimize- orehminatemﬁltratlon ofﬂoodwaters into the systemsand__m charges: from
the systems into.flood waters . e e i :

e.On-s;tewastemsposaJ systemshallbelocatedtoavotd mpanmenttotbem or
contamination from them during flooding.. - et i g e

f. New and replacement manufactured homes, including mobile homes, shall be
elevated on structurally-sound, permanent foundations which meet the reqmrements of
Section 07-4.4 b above, and such that the tap of the foundation under the entire .- :
manufactured home is above the base flood elevation or shall be elevated on properly
compacted fill such that the top.of the fill (tbepad)lmde'r the entu'e manufactured or.
mobile home:is above the base.flood elevatton. R,

g The lowest floor, including the basement, of all new bmldmgs shall be at‘ least one b
: (1) foot above: the:base flood elevation. . Resldent;al sory bmln lings maybe excluded

in accordanee with: Secuon 06-2.a. and b

h. Existing buildings to be substanhally improved for residential purposes shall be
modified or elevated to meet the requirements of: Seetton 07-4.4.g sbove. - S

i. The substantial xmprovement of any eommercml industrial or other, non-resxdentlal
structure shall either meet the requirements of Section 07-4.4 g or be desigried to be~ *~ **
watertight below the base ﬂood elevatxon with walls substantially impermeable and with
structural compotieais having the capability of resisting hydrostatic andhydrodynantic ,
loads and effects of buoyancy. A permit fora bmldmg proposed to be flood proofed shall
not be isstied until a registered professmnal engineer or architect has teviewed the =~
structural design, speetﬁeatxons and plans; and has certified that the design and proposed
methods of construction are in aceorda.nce w1th accepted standards of pracuce for meetmg
the provisions of this subséction; - ,

- All new constmctlon and substantial improvements with fully enclosed areas below :
the lowest floor (such as crawl spaces) that are subject to icoding shall be designed to
automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allowing for the entry
and exit of floodwaters.- Deslgns for meeting this requirement must either be certified by
a reglstered professmnal engmeer or archltect or meet or exceed the followmg xmmmum :

i. A mxmmum of two (2): opemngs havmg atotal net area. ofnet less than one

ii. The bottom of all openings shall be no hwher than one (1) foot above grade, N




 iil. Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or
devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters.

k. Storage areas or facilities for floatable materials, chemicals, explosives, flammable
lxqulds, or other hazardous or toxic materials, are prohibited in the fringe arcas unless the
area is ﬁlled to at least one (1) foot above the base flood elevation.

L Recreatlonal Vehicles placed on/in the Flood Hazard Area shall either:

i. Be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days
ii. Be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or
fii. Meet all standards of Section 60.3 (b}(1) of the National Flood Insurance

Program Regulations and the elevation and anchoring reqmrcments for “manufactured
homes” of Section 60.3(c)(6).

m. Such additional conditions as deemed necessary by the Board of Adjustment in
order to meet the purposed and Flood Hazard Area management requirements of thls

Regulation.

SECTION 8: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

08-1) Zoning Adminisﬁ'ator: The Zoning Administrator shall maintain records of:
a. All permits issued for development in areas of special flood hazard;

b. The elevation, in relation to mean sea level, of the lowest floor, including
basement, of all new construction or substantially improved structures;

c. The elevation, in relation to mean sea level to which the structure is flood-
* proofed; and

d. Al flood-proofing certifications required under this Regulation;
. All variance actions, including justification for their issuance.
08-2) Variances. Variances shall be granted by the Board of Adjustment only;

a. In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4412(h) and 4468 and in accordance with
the criteria for granting variances found in 44 CFR, Section 60.6 of the National Flood
Insurance Program mgulanons ,

(/o)



b. ljpon a determination that the variance will not result in increased flood levels,
threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or
victimization of the public, or conflict with existing local laws or ordinances.

08-3) Board of Adjustment Secretary

08-3.1) Notification. The Secretary of the Board of Adjustment shall notify the
applicant that:

- a, The issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood elevauon
will result in increased premium rates for flood i insurance; and

b. Such construction below the base flood elevation increases risks to life and
property.

08-3.2) Record Keeping. The Secretary of the Board of Adjustment shall:
a. Maintain a record of all variance actions, including justification for issuance; and -

b. Report such variances issued under Section 08-2 in its annual report to the
Federal Insurance Administrator.





